
Norlands Discovery Deep Dive into History 

Hear about or learn something today at Norlands that you’d like to explore more?  The 

Washburn Family members did a LOT of interesting things.  Each one could be looked at as an 

“example” of the very important activities happening during the 1800s in America.  Here are 

some questions that might guide your exploration and discovery of how Maine really did lead 

the Nation in so many ways. 

The Careers of the Washburn Family  

1. How did banking continue to develop in the 1800’s and how would a new bank be created 

in a town?  

2. How was the Republican Party founded and what was Israel Washburn Jr.’s role in the 

creation of the Republican Party?  

3. How was Elihu Washburne connected to the presidents Abraham Lincoln and Ulysses S. 

Grant?  

4. What was Charles Washburn’s role in the Paraguayan Civil War? What was Elihu 

Washburne’s role in the Franco Prussian War? What was the job of a Foreign Minister?  

 

Women in the 1800s  

5. What was it like to be a school teacher in the 1800’s? How was the job separated between 

men and women, and how did this separation of gender impact those who taught in 

schools?  

6. What was the general role of women in the family and in society in the 1800s?  

 

The Civil War and others  

7. How did Maine contribute to the Civil War?  

8. What was it like being a Naval Officer in the Civil War?  

 

Going West 

9. Why did people move west from New England in the 1800’s?  

10.  What did the Washburn brothers have to do with creating America’s railway systems?  

  



2 

Sources for starting your research 

 

- Banking in America  

1800-1849: A History of America's Banks and The ABA | American Bankers Association 

- The Republican Party  

Founding of the Republican Party (thoughtco.com) 

Book- Israel Washburn Jr: Maine’s Little-Known Giant of the Civil War by Kerck Kelsey 

- Elihu Washburne  

About this Collection  |  E. B. Washburne Papers  |  Digital Collections  |  Library of Congress (loc.gov) 

Book- Recollections of a Minister to France by Elihu B. Washburne  

- Charles Washburn 

History of the U.S. and Paraguay - U.S. Embassy in Paraguay (usembassy.gov) 

Book- A History of Paraguay by Charles Ames Washburn  

- Women in the 1800s 

In Early 1800s American Classrooms, Students Governed Themselves - HISTORY 

The Women’s Rights Movement, 1848-1917 | US House of Representatives: History, Art & Archives 

- Civil War  

Maine and the Civil War - Maine State Museum 

Civil War | Maine: An Encyclopedia (maineanencyclopedia.com) 

The Navies of the Civil War | American Battlefield Trust (battlefields.org) 

Civil War (navy.mil) 

- Going West  

Book- Expansion of New England by Louis Kimball Mathews 

Minneapolis, St. Paul and Sault Ste. Marie Railroad (Soo Line) | MNopedia 

American Railroads | National Museum of American History (si.edu) 

ArchiveGrid : Rumford Falls & Rangeley Lakes Railroad records, 1884-1937 (oclc.org)  

https://www.aba.com/about-us/our-story/aba-history/1800-1849
https://www.thoughtco.com/the-founding-of-the-republican-party-1773936
https://www.loc.gov/collections/e-b-washburne-papers/about-this-collection/
https://py.usembassy.gov/our-relationship/policy-history/io/
https://www.history.com/news/in-early-1800s-american-classrooms-students-governed-themselves
https://history.house.gov/Exhibitions-and-Publications/WIC/Historical-Essays/No-Lady/Womens-Rights/
https://mainestatemuseum.org/learn/maine-voices-from-the-civil-war/maine-civil-war/
https://maineanencyclopedia.com/civil-war/
https://www.battlefields.org/learn/articles/navies-civil-war
https://www.history.navy.mil/browse-by-topic/wars-conflicts-and-operations/civil-war.html
https://www.mnopedia.org/thing/minneapolis-st-paul-and-sault-ste-marie-railroad-soo-line
https://americanhistory.si.edu/america-on-the-move/essays/american-railroads
https://researchworks.oclc.org/archivegrid/collection/data/475551174

